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About this book

A century and a quarter on the water, from the moss-draped oaks to the largest

pine lumber port in the country.

This is the print edition of the Moss Point History Tour. The full experience lives

online at cityofmosspoint.org/history, where the story is told chapter by chapter

with music and narration in the voice of Mayor Billy Knight Sr., recreated with his

full authorization.

The photographs in these pages come from the city’s own collections: the Singing River

Genealogy and Local History Library, city archives, and the families of Moss Point. Each image

is credited where it appears.
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B E F O R E  T H E  TOW N

The first people.

The Gulf Coast as the first European mapmakers drew it. Guillaume Delisle’s map of Louisiana, 1718.

Long before the mills, before the town had a name, this land where the rivers meet

belonged to other people. The Mohocti lived here, alongside their kin the

Pascagoula and the Biloxi, in small villages on the water. When the first French

explorers came up the coast in 1699, they found these families already home.

And they were only the newest. For thousands of years before them, people lived

and fished on these same waters, leaving their shell mounds along the banks. The

Pascagoula are remembered in an old story, of a whole people said to have

walked singing into the river rather than be taken. Believe the legend or not, on a

still night the water still seems to hum. This is where Moss Point begins. Not with

us, but with them.
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WH E R E  T H E  R I V E R S  M E E T

Named for the oaks.

An electric streetcar beneath the live oaks, early 1900s.

Cattle herders called this place Mossey Pen Point, a shady resting spot where they

penned their herds among the moss-draped live oaks before driving them along

the rivers. Over the years the name wore down, from Mossey Pen Point to Mossy

Point, and at last to Moss Point.

The oaks still stand where the Escatawpa and Pascagoula Rivers meet, on land

first home to the Mohocti, and the water has carried the city's story ever since.
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B E F O R E  T H E  B O OM

The first mills.

The McIntosh Lumber Company sawmill on McInnis Lake, photographed between 1890 and 1900. Mills like

this one had worked these banks since the 1830s. Courtesy Singing River Genealogy and Local History
Library.

Sawdust was in the air here a half century before the great lumber boom. Surveyor

Thomas C. Rhodes, the namesake of Rhodes Bayou, opened one of the first

sawmills on these banks in the 1830s, and the Beardslee and Bradford mill

followed in 1836. In 1853 Walter Denny bought a Moss Point mill and built it into

one of the leading operations on the river. Local histories tell how one early miller,

William Griffin, dismantled his machinery during the Civil War and buried it deep in

the Pascagoula swamp. When the war ended he dug it up, and Moss Point was

sawing again almost before the smoke cleared.
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1830s

T H E  E A R L Y  C O N G R E G AT I O N S

Steeples over the mill town.

The Methodist frame church erected in 1882, the congregation’s home before Dantzler Memorial rose in 1914.
Courtesy Singing River Genealogy and Local History Library.

Almost as soon as there were mills, there were churches. Moss Point's Methodists

organized in 1852, in the decade before the Civil War, and in 1882 raised a frame

church for the growing town. The Presbyterians followed on February 22, 1874,

fourteen charter members, among them the McInnis and McLeod families, and the

sanctuary they began building in 1878 still stands on Dantzler Street today, one of

the oldest church buildings in Moss Point. Then in 1914 the Methodists built a

landmark of their own, the brick sanctuary that today faces Moss Point High

School across Weems Street. Designed by New Orleans architect William Drago,

its cornerstone laid on August 22, 1914, it was raised in memory of Sara Griffin

Dantzler of the lumber family whose name it still carries. Today it is Dantzler

Memorial.
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S T E E P L E S  OV E R  T H E  M I L L  TOWN  ·  CON T I N U E D

The Presbyterian sanctuary begun in 1878 on Dantzler Street, one of the oldest church buildings in Moss Point.

Photo by Experienced Results.

Dantzler Memorial, the 1914 brick sanctuary facing Moss Point High School across Weems Street. Photo by
Experienced Results.
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1852

S AC R E D  G R O U N D

The old burying grounds.

The oak-shaded grounds of Elder Cemetery. Photo by Experienced Results.

Beneath a stand of oaks on the edge of town lies Elder Cemetery, a burial ground

that dates to the 1860s. A historical marker remembers the Elder family and the old

Elder Ferry, and the earliest families laid to rest here, in the quiet shade of the

oaks.

Across town on Magnolia Street lies the other old burying ground. Saint Paul

Cemetery grew up around the Community Church, and its oldest tomb is dated

1868. Solomon Gregory, a man born before Emancipation, set the cemetery in

order in 1898 and rests there today, among neighbors who were born in slavery

and died free. And among its veterans lies Isabel Griffin, called Sister, who served

in the Six Triple Eight, the all Black Women’s Army battalion of World War Two

whose service was honored with the Congressional Gold Medal.
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T H E  O L D  B U RY I N G  G R OUN D S  ·  CON T I N U E D

In Saint Paul Cemetery, the stone of Ida Marshell, born in April of 1852, before Emancipation. St. Paul United

Methodist rises beyond. Photo by Experienced Results.

Saint Paul Cemetery on Magnolia Street, the city’s other old burying ground. Photo by Experienced Results.
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1860s

T H E  M E R C H A N T  AG E

The man who made everything.

A piece of the translucent blue glass left when the 1887 fire melted Blumer’s glass works into a slag heap.

Pieces like this one still surface around Moss Point today. From A Pictorial History of Moss Point, courtesy
Singing River Genealogy and Local History Library.

Adam Blumer arrived in 1869 and set about building everything a mill town

needed. With Lorin Hand he ran the Blumer and Hand Foundry, then added a

tannery, a shoe factory, a grist mill, and a brickyard, and served stretches as the

town's postmaster besides. Local histories add a glass works to the list, and tell of

a fire in 1887 that melted it into a slag heap of translucent blue glass. For years

afterward residents chipped off pieces for their gardens, and the blue glass still

surfaces along old fence lines today. The Blumer Building on Main Street keeps

the family name, down by the Riverwalk.
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1869

FA I T H  TA K E S  R O O T

The churches that carried the town.

First Missionary Baptist Church on Main Street, organized 1874, photographed before the 2023 tornado.
Courtesy First Missionary Baptist Church.

While Adam Blumer was busy building the town's businesses, Moss Point's

families were building something made to last even longer. In the years after the

Civil War, Moss Point's Black families worshiped together at Saint Paul Methodist,

a one room church standing since around 1849 on ground that is now Saint Paul

Cemetery, a congregation so central to life here that folks knew it simply as the

Community Church. Out of that congregation, on September 20, 1874, eight

members, five women and three men, organized the First Baptist Church. It grew

right along with the town, raising a sanctuary on Main Street in 1902 and a brick

one in 1956, its rolls carrying more than eight hundred names by midcentury.

These churches did far more than hold services. Alongside congregations like

Second Baptist, they raised up schools, choirs, and leaders. And when this city's

hardest chapters came, it would be these same churches, time and again, that

opened their doors first. That story was still to come.
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1874

T H E  L U M B E R  Y E A R S

Built on longleaf pine.

A Moss Point sawmill, its tramway running out through the stacked lumber.

For decades Moss Point was the largest pine lumber export center in the country,

better known in the ports of Europe and South America than in much of America

itself. The L.N. Dantzler Lumber Company ran its sawmill on the Escatawpa from

1885 and grew into the largest exporter in Mississippi, with as many as nine

sawmills inside the city and twelve along the river within a single mile.
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